THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural 
District  of  Blandford, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1938.  ^ . 



‘TTo  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Blandford  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1938. 


1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres)  61717 

Population  (estimated  1938)  7256 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1938)  according  to  Rate  Book  2330 

Rateable  Value  at  Ist  October,  1938  £26991 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £ 1 1 7 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

Male 

Female 

80 

41 

39 

4 

2 

2 

lent  population 

Total 

Male 

Female 

11.56 


Stillbirths  2 1 1 

Rate  per  1000  total  births  23.8 

The  birth  rate  was  very  low.  The  average  rate  in  this  district  for  the  last 
16  years  was  15.54  and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  during  1938  was  15.1. 

Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  88  42  46 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  estimated  resident  population  12.13 

This  figure  is  satisfactory  when  compared  with  the  average  rate  in  this  district 
for  the  last  1 6 years,  viz  ; 1 3.4. 
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The  maternal  mortality  was  nil,  there  being  no  deaths  from  puerperal 


causes. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  were  heart  diseases  25,  cancer  7 and 
cerebral  haemorrhage  8,  the  diseases  of  advanced  life  accounting  for  half  the  total  deaths. 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  47.62 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  37.5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  250.0 

Deaths  from  Measles  0 

Whooping  Cough  0 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  0 


3— NOTIFIABLE  AND  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  no  serious  epidemics  and  the  District  was  very  free  from 
infectious  diseases. 

The  two  tables  below  give  details  of  the  notifiable  diseases  including 
tuberculosis. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

9 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever(including  Paratyphoid) 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

11 

3 

4 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

5 

5 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.— No  cases  occurred. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  two  brief  outbreaks  of  an  illness 
characterised  by  diarrhoea  and  fever  at  Milborne  and  Spetisbury.  It  was  confined 
with  a few  exceptions  to  children  attending  the  village  schools. 

The  disease  was  in  all  probability  mild  epidemic  dysentery  but  the  illness 
was  so  brief  and  slight  that  few  of  the  cases  were  seen  by  a doctor  and  none  were 
notified. 

The  facts  elicited  at  my  enquiries  towards  the  end  of  the  outbreaks  indicated 
that  no  water,  milk  or  food  supply  could  be  blamed  as  the  cause. 
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No  non-notified  deaths  from  tuberculosis  occurred. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  REGULATIONS  1925. 

One  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  a dairy  employee  was  notified.  A 
notice  under  the  above  regulations  was  issued  forbidding  him  to  resume  employment 
m a dairy. 

No  action  was  required  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 
to  procure  the  compulsory  removal  of  cases  to  hospital. 


DISINFECTION. 

There  is  a steam  disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  which  is  freely  used. 
All  houses  m which  infectious  disease  has  been  notified,  have  been  disinfected. 
Verminous  persons  and  their  belongings  when  necessary  are  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  to  be  cleansed  and  disinfected. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  case  of  infestation  by  bugs  came  to  light  and  no  action  was  needed. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

No  scheme  for  this  has  been  adopted. 


4.-HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

HOSPITALS. 

The  Blandford  Cottage  Hospital  was  enlarged  during  the  year  to  take  21 
beds.  It  provides  general  medical  and  surgical  treatment  for  most  cases  requiring 
admission  to  hospital.  The  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year  was  241  and 
336  out-patients  were  treated.  These  are  the  highest  figures  so  far  recorded. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  with  24  beds  has  done  good  work  during  the  year, 
16  patients  were  admitted  from  the  district,  and  46  from  other  districts,  viz  : — 

5 from  Blandford  town,  19  from  Shaftesbury  Rural,  19  from  Shaftesbury 
Borough  and  3 from  Sturminster  Rural  District. 
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The  diseases  treated  were  ; — 

Scarlet  Fever  46  cases 

Diphtheria  7 „ 

Erysipelas  8 ,, 

Infantile  Paralysis  I case 


Two  motor  ambulances  are  available  In  Blandford,  one  for  infectious  and 
the  other  for  non-infectious  cases.  This  provision  is  adequate. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  Shaftesbury  to  send  cases  of  small-pox, 
should  they  occur,  to  Foyle  Hill  Isolation  Hospital. 

CLINICS. 

The  Blandford  Child  Welfare  Centre  meets  twice  a month  and  a number  of 
mothers  bring  their  children  to  it  from  the  Rural  District. 

The  attendance  m 1938  was  very  good.  131  children  were  on  the  register 
and  there  were  840  attendances. 

The  Antenatal  Clinic  m Blandford  also  now  meets  twice  a month  instead  of 
only  once  in  previous  years.  47  mothers  attended  and  there  were  1 1 0 attendances,  a 
notable  improvement  on  the  figures  of  1937. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

The  Council  employs  a part  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  holds  the 
Diploma  of  Public  Health  of  Oxford  University,  and  a Sanitary  Inspector  who  gives 
part  of  his  time  to  sanitary  work  and  the  rest  of  it  to  other  duties  under  the  Council. 
He  IS  a Member  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  County  Nursing  Association  provides  six  District  Nurses  who  are  also 
Midwives.  Their  salaries  are  paid  largely  from  local  subscriptions  and  partly  by  grants 
from  the  County  Council  and  Ministry  of  Health. 

A nurse  has  also  been  appointed  by  the  County  Council  as  Health  Visitor 
for  Blnadford  Town  and  Rural  District. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Specimens  are  sent  away  when  laboratory  examinations  are  needed.  Most 
of  them  are  now  sent  to  the  new  County  Laboratory  in  Dorchester  which  was  opened 
during  1938. 


5.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

WATER. 

1938  was  a year  of  partial  drought  but  no  serious  shortage  of  water  occurred. 
In  Stourpaine  some  of  the  wells  dried  up  for  a short  time  while  m Stickland  there  was 
a temporary  shortage  due  to  defects  in  the  pipe  supply. 

Most  of  the  District  is  dependent  on  wells  which  tap  the  supplies  contained 
in  the  chalk  and  give  water  of  good  quality. 
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There  are  six  piped  supplies  in  the  District,  owned  and  managed,  with  one  exception, 
by  private  companies  or  landlords.  They  are  (1)  The  Blandford  Water  Company, 
supplying  besides  the  Town  parts  of  Pimperne,  Blandford  St.  Mary,  Charlton  and 
Spetisbury,  (2)  the  Portman  Estate  supply,  supplying  most  of  Bryanston  and  Durweston, 
(3)  the  Milton  Abbey  Estate  Supply,  supplying  Milton  Abbas  and  parts  of  Hilton 
and  Whitechurch,  (4)  the  Bladen  Dairy  supply,  supplying  part  of  Milborne,  (5)  the 
Stickland  supply,  supplying  parts  of  Stickland  and  Clenston,  and  (6)  the  Shroton  supply, 
a branch  of  the  Shaftesbury  Rural  District  Council’s  water  undertaking. 

The  last  was  newly  opened  during  1938. 

There  are  in  all  thirteen  parishes  provided,  most  of  them  only  partly,  with 
piped  supplies,  and  eighteen  parishes  not  so  provided. 

A great  improvement  in  the  Stickland  supply  was  made  at  the  end  of  1938. 
A new  well  and  bore  was  constructed  at  the  springhead  so  that  the  intake  is  now 
properly  protected  from  surface  contamination.  A new  two-inch  mam  was  also  laid 
to  supplement  the  old  main.  These  alterations  should  overcome  the  defects  in  quality 
and  quantity  from  which  this  supply  has  suffered  in  recent  years. 

CONTROL  BY  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Presumably  this  is  satisfactory  as  regards  the  Shaftesbury  Council’s  supply 
to  Shroton.  The  Blandford  Water  Company  has  its  water  analysed  bactenologically 
twice  and  chemically  once  in  every  quarter.  The  Portman  Estate  had  its  water  examined 
bactenologically  twice  during  1938. 

The  Stickland  supply  had  one  chemical  and  one  bacteriological  examination 
and  the  Bladen  Dairies  one  chemical.  The  Milton  Abbey  Estate  supply  was  not 
analysed. 

The  results  of  all  these  examinations  were  good. 

All  these  water  undertakings  have  been  advised  by  the  Council  to  have  a 
bacteriological  examination  made  at  least  once  a quarter. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

A few  minor  defects  in  drains  were  brought  to  notice  and  remedied. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  complaints  of  pollution  have  been  made. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  most  of  these  is  satisfactory.  No  serious  defects 
have  come  to  notice  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  Council  are  considering  a scheme  for  the  removal  of  household  refuse. 
This  is  certainly  un  urgent  requirement.  The  consumption  of  bottled  and  tinned  foods 
has  increased  enormously  and  the  disposal  of  the  containers  is  a difficult  problem.  An 
ordinary  incinerator  will  not  consume  them  and  objection  is  raised  by  someone  to  every 
place  suggested  as  a dumping  ground.  The  rural  householder  can  dispose  of  his 
combustible  refuse  more  or  less  satisfactorily  and  will  probably  continue  to  do  so,  but  he 
cannot  get  rid  of  his  bottles  and  tins. 
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6— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Samples  of  the  following  articles  were  taken  and  analysed  by  the  public 

analyst. 

Butter,  Castor  oil,  Custard  powder.  Flour,  Apricot  jam.  Lard,  Lysol,  Milk 
(1  1 samples).  Vinegar  (2  samples)  and  Malt  Vinegar. 

One  sample  of  milk  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  6 per 
cent.  The  vendor  was  cautioned. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  are  inspected  by  the  M.O.H.  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Some  defects  were  found  and  most  of  them  have  been  remedied.  The  standard  of 
cleanliness  is  improving. 

There  is  one  Pasteurising  plant  m the  District,  viz  : — that  of  Bladen 
Dairies  Ltd.  No  samples  of  their  milk  have  been  taken  by  this  Local  Authority  for 
the  Phosphatase  test. 

7.-FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORK  PLACES. 

5 Inspections  of  Workshops  and  Workplaces  were  made  during  1938  and  no 
defects  requiring  special  action  were  found. 

8.— HOUSING. 

(a)  HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

In  several  villages  there  are  collections  of  old  and  insanitary  houses  which 
need  clearing  away  with  building  schemes  to  replace  them. 

Such  schemes  are  developing  in  Milborne,  Farnham  and  Winterbourne 
Kingston.  The  proposal  to  deal  with  Stourpame,  probably  the  worst  village  in  the 
District,  IS  not  yet  making  progress.  The  scheme  at  Winterbourne  Whitechurch  was 
completed  during  1938,  four  new  houses  having  been  built  and  occupied. 

Short  of  these  clearance  schemes  much  needs  to  be  done  in  the  case  of 
individual  houses. 

It  IS  intended  during  1939  to  appoint  a whole  time  Sanitary  and  Housing 
Inspector  who  will  be  able  to  carry  out  a more  complete  survey  of  the  housing  of  the 
District  than  has  been  possible  hitherto. 

Overcrowding  seldom  occurs.  Only  one  case  needed  attention  during  1 938. 


(b)  HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  12 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  4 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  0 

(ill)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  8 

(B)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  4 


Approximate  number  of  working-class  houses  in  the  district  1902 
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1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

{h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (I) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  

ih)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  m a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  m all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  m consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  m respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  local  authority  m default  of  owners 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  m respect  of  which  notices  w'ere 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners 

(h)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  m respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  m pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders 

id)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  and  held  under 
Part  III.  of  Housing  Act,  1925 
Part  II.  of  ditto 
Other  Powers 


42 

49 


28 


17 


0 

0 

20 

0 

22 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  0 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  0 

(ill)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  0 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  1 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  I 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  m such  cases  ....  9 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  m which  houses  have  again  become  over- 

crowded after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for 
abatement  0 

9.— SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Inspections  86 

Number  of  informal  notices  4 Number  complied  with  4 

Number  of  statutory  notices  0 ,,  „ ,,  0 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

Number  of  persons  on  register  at  end  of  1938  163 

Number  of  dairy  farms  and  other  dairy  premises 

on  register  at  end  of  1938  ...  174 

Number  of  dairy  farms  inspected  during  1938  5 

Number  of  inspections  during  1938  6 

Number  of  notices  served  0 Number  complied  with  0 

Number  of  milkshops  inspected  during  1938  2 Number  of  inspections  3 

Number  of  notices  served  0 Number  complied  with 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Number  registered  8 Number  licensed  3 

Number  of  NEW  ones  licensed  in  1938  0 

Number  of  slaughter-houses  inspected 

during  1938  4 

Number  of  notices  served  0 Number  complied  with  0 

MEAT  REGULATIONS  1924. 

Number  of  notices  of  slaughtering  received  294 

Number  of  notices  of  diseased  or  unsound  carcases  or  meat  received  0 

Number  of  slaughterings  attended  by  M.O.H 0 

Number  of  slaughterings  attended  by  Inspector  87 

Number  of  carcases  or  organs  or  meat  found  diseased  or  unsound  9 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  BODLEY  SCOTT,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


